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Opinion Discussion
a. I agree with the argument that many people, not just patients, are misinformed about the Covid-19 vaccine. The whole process is shrouded in mystery, and those working in the health profession have failed to inspire confidence regarding the vaccine. In the 21st century, when the government fails to offer crucial information, people will look for it on the internet. That explains why many individuals have opted for social media platforms to find out more about Covid-19. However, social media and other internet platforms do not offer credible information, fanning the misapprehensions of Covid-19 and the related vaccines. We should not be victims of false information from social media icons targeting to grow the number of their followers so that they can make money at the expense of people's health.
b. I agree that nursing faces some of the prominent legal issues, but every profession experiences the same. There are legal standards that must be met in every career. I also agree with the arguments on HIPAA compliance. In the healthcare profession, patient data must be protected at all costs to ensure it does not fall into the wrong hands. In an increasingly technological environment, nurses must learn about information technology because of the new advancements in technology adopted in the healthcare environment. Patient data should not be used for marketing purposes or any other purpose without their consent. That is why the profession calls for adherence to the set standards that guide patient data confidentiality. If such information is made available to third parties, lawsuits may ensue.
c. In the nursing profession, nurses are faced with many instances when they are forced to make decisions. In doing so, they must ensure that they make ethical decisions. I agree with the argument that ethical decision-making requires nurses to weigh their options, eliminate some, and settle for the most appropriate decision based on the circumstances. The profession calls for understanding right from wrong and the option that best serves a patient's interest. Patient safety, well-being, and offering them better health choices depends on making ethical and moral choices. Since nursing is about care, we should strive to ensure that patients are treated with care, dignity, integrity, autonomy, and, more importantly, make ethical and just decisions when caring for them. We will address the patient's needs successfully, but we will be contributing to the profession in our professional capacity as nurses.
d. I agree with your explanation of ethics and morality as two concepts between right or wrong. However, I am afraid I disagree with the argument that ethics are rules set by external parties. That is not always the case because we all have inherent ethical beliefs guiding our private and professional lives. You meant to elaborate on the ethical standards that guide the nursing profession that external parties set. I also disagree that a patient might refuse some medication, but the nurses have a moral duty to administer the medication. In this profession, a patient cannot be coerced into taking treatment because the nurse will be in trouble if the patient seeks legal redress. The best way is to work with the patient, explain the treatment options and why they have to take their medication and work with a psychologist to get the patient in a better mental state. With that said, nurses must consider the ethical principles of equality, benevolence, non-maleficence, transparency, sincerity, individuality, and veracity. Justice is synonymous with fairness. When it comes to caring distribution, nurses must be equitable.

